Amended & Enacted 2/12/13


Introduced by the Council Member Brown and amended by the Rules Committee: 
ORDINANCE 2013-7-E
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 122 (PUBLIC PROPERTY), CREATING SECTION 122.109 (PROHIBITING CONSTRUCTION OF NEW PUBLIC BUILDINGS WHEN VACANT PUBLIC BUILDINGS EXIST), ORDINANCE CODE, SO AS TO PROHIBIT THE CONSTRUCTION OF NEW PUBLIC BUILDINGS WHEN VACANT, EXISTING PUBLIC BUILDINGS ARE SUITABLE FOR THE PROPOSED USE, AND REQUIRING APPROVAL BY AT LEAST TWO-THIRDS MAJORITY VOTE OF COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT TO WAIVE SECTION 122.109, ORDINANCE CODE; RECOGNIZING THE EXERCISE OF COUNTY POWERS; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, there are currently numerous public buildings and facilities left vacant and unutilized throughout the City of Jacksonville; and


WHEREAS, the Council has determined that the vacancy of these public buildings and facilities amounts to waste of public resources; and 


WHEREAS, it is the intention of Council to create a policy that prior to constructing new public buildings or facilities, the City must consider the use of available inventory of the City’s existing public buildings and facilities; now therefore 


BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:

Section 1.

Amending Chapter 122 (Public Property), Creating Section 122.109 (Prohibiting Construction of New Public Buildings When Vacant Public Buildings Exist), Ordinance Code.  Section 122.109 (Prohibiting Construction of New Public Buildings When Vacant Public Buildings Exist) of Chapter 122 (Public Property), Ordinance Code, is hereby created to read as follows:


CHAPTER 122.PUBLIC PROPERTY.
*  *  *

Sec. 122.109. – Prohibiting Construction of New Public Buildings When Vacant Public Buildings Exist. It shall be the policy of the City to utilize the existing, vacant public building inventory prior to constructing any new public building or facility for public purposes. Accordingly, Council shall approve no appropriation for construction of a new public building or facility if there is an existing, vacant public building or facility which is suitable for the proposed use.  In this context, the term “suitable” means that consideration shall be given to such factors as the size, scale and location of the existing public building or facility in relation to the proposed use and to the estimated costs required to make an existing public building or facility and/or its appurtenant uses (such as parking lots, additional structures, recreational areas, signage) appropriate for the proposed use. Enactment of any ordinance waiving Section 122.109, Ordinance Code, shall require approval by at least a two-thirds majority of the Council Members present.    

Section 2.

Council exercising county powers.  Pursuant to Section 4.102, Ordinance Code, the enactment of this ordinance shall be deemed to be the exercise of county powers. Notwithstanding the above, this ordinance is not intended to apply to the governmental officers, officials, employees, buildings or offices of the governments of the City of Atlantic Beach, the City of Neptune Beach, the City of Jacksonville Beach, or the Town of Baldwin.

Section 3.

Effective Date.
 This Ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature.
Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation prepared by: Paige Hobbs Johnston
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